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Abstract

The situation of NGOs is a transparent image of the status of civil society in a
country. The purpose of the present study is to assess the legal status of civil
society in Iran compared to Germany. The method of the present research is
comparative study with an inductive approach that legal system on NGOs, as
an example of civic institutions, is compared in Iran and Germany, and the
results extend to civil society. Findings in Germany show on the one hand
law recognizes the legal personality of NGOs; decelerating method at the
time of formation is adopted; the passive monitoring method is applied. All
are Compatible to the right of association and freedom of their activity. On
the other hand, the government, on the permission of law, influences NGOs
by donating. In Iran, NGOs do not have an independent legal personality; the
degree of government intervention in the formation time and during their life
is prescriptive and the monitoring is active type. As a result, the German
government, by strengthening civil society, uses it to advance its domestic
and foreign goals, and in Iran, civil society has legally low status.
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Right to Association.
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