
 

یق ی حقوق تطب   

 
Law 

Comparative 

 ی علمی حقوق تطبیقیدو فصلنامه
 1400 پايیز و زمستان، دودوره هشتم، شمارۀ 
 56-31، صص 16شماره پیاپی 
 یپژوهش یمقاله

 The Journal of Comparative Law 

Semi-annual, Vol. 8, No. 2, Fall 2021 & Winter 2022 

Issue 16, pp. 31-56 

Original Article 

 

Combating Nuclear Theft in the Criminal Laws of 

Iran and the Federal of America 

Seyed Mustafa Meshkat 

DOI: 10.22096/LAW.2021.109822.1476 

]Received Date:18/06/2019   Acceptence Date: 06/09/2020[ 

Abstract  

Nowadays, theft of nuclear material and devices to commit terrorist acts is the 

most important nightmare for the international community. In this way, the 

activists of the international law system criminalized nuclear theft, to combat 

offenses related to technology, in the 1979 Convention on the Physical 

Protection of Nuclear Material. Considering the aforementioned instrument 

and the Convention on Nuclear Terrorism 2005, the terrorist and non-terrorist 

aspects of nuclear theft were specified. Thus, the Iranian legislator, despite the 

appropriate measures, such as the criminalization of not declaring the theft of 

radiation sources, has not still established a strong criminal policy, especially 

for nuclear theft in its terrorist aspect. On the other hand, the Federal legislator 

of the United States has criminalized nuclear theft in both terrorist and non-

terrorist aspects. Hence, the accurate explanation of the subject of nuclear theft, 

the proportion of criminal sanctions, and the recognition of the universal 

jurisdiction are important measures that are based on the United States 

Criminal policy. Accordingly, the present paper aims to analyze the nuclear 

theft policy in Iran and the United States of America and to introduce a 

deterrent criminal policy against nuclear theft. 
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