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1. " ... So strong is the requirement in the criminal law that the goal has been stated in the form
of a maxim nulla poen sine lege which in at least one of its meanings implies that punishment
should only be inflicted for a breach of the criminal law which has been clearly formulated
beforehand. this is one of the reasons why there has been so much critisism of vague of
offences such as conspiracy to effect a public mischief...and conspiracy to courrupt public
morals ... ".
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1. void for vagueness

2. the principle of non-retroactivity

3. the principle of strect construction of penal statutes
4. the principle of maximum certainty
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